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September 21, 2023


Beyond Borders
514 Hayes Street
Irvine, CA, 92620 USA

To Whom It May Concern:

I am writing to express my strong interest in working with Beyond Borders as a freelance subcontractor. I am an inclusion and disabilities education technical advisor and consultant with experience in creating professional development and proposal writing. As a research and outreach specialist based at Cornell University, I provided technical assistance to teachers and education leaders across New York State for the past two years. The work being done by Beyond Borders in curriculum and professional development aligns perfectly with my personal and professional goals of rejoining international work to improve access to education for marginalized groups. 
My technical expertise and leadership experience are highly relevant to your work. I have six years of experience providing training and technical advice on inclusive education in Azerbaijan, Turkey, and the United States. I hold a Master of Arts in Teaching, with my primary area of specialization being teaching students with disabilities and Universal Design for Learning (UDL). My secondary areas of specialization include curriculum development, teacher training, culturally and linguistically responsive teaching, and supporting educational organizations in implementing evidence-based practices. During my time at Cornell University, I authored numerous training programs and national conference presentations that bridged the gap between research, policy, and practice.
What excites me most about this opportunity is the chance to enhance the work being done at Beyond Borders by bringing in a strong inclusive education and UDL lens. As a Peace Corps volunteer, I supported the Azeri educational system by collaborating with local and national authorities to establish a nationwide teacher training program that continues to thrive. With 17 years of teaching experience and six years of providing teacher training and technical advisement, I am confident that my broad range of skills and knowledge will make invaluable contributions to the projects currently underway in future proposals.
Having served as a special liaison between the New York State Education Department and regional and local educational organizations, I deeply understand the challenges and shortcomings that hinder institutions and leadership from bridging the gap between policy, research, and practice. However, my professional success has demonstrated that, with the right support, communities can achieve their targets through a collaborative, data-driven approach. For example, my experience training teachers to implement evidence-based practices in Ankara, Turkey, led to an increased number of students with disabilities being included in the classroom. In Azerbaijan, teachers who completed my training program significantly increased the number of evidence-based pedagogical practices implemented in their classrooms. These lived experiences directly enhance my ability to make strong contributions to the proposal design.
Beyond Borders has emerged as an exciting and very fitting option for achieving my goals. I cannot overemphasize my excitement about the possibility of consulting with you. I believe that my prior work in development, writing skills, and technical advising background make me a strong fit for your organization.
Please feel free to contact me if you need more information. Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely
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